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D

etermining what floor covering to specify can be challenging. There are hundreds of products to choose from, tile, hardwoods, laminates, carpets, vinyl and
stained concrete to name a few. There are a myriad of sizes, colors and textures
that you can select from. Then you need to consider durability, ease of maintenance, does this choice effect your health and what are the effects on the planet
from your choice? Oh, and what about the cost? With all these options how do you
choose the right floor covering?

Harold Friberg Executive Director

First of all, ceramic tile is one of the most durable flooring materials available. The
life expectancy of tile is 8 times greater than carpet, 5 times greater than vinyl and
twice that of laminates. Ceramic tile resists water penetration and with slip resistant finishes tile can be used indoors or outdoors.

Ceramic Tile is offered in more colors than imaginable. There are more sizes than
you would want to count, and a variety of shapes and patterns. The advent of digital
printing has allowed manufacturers the ability to create almost limitless designs.
Therefore, tile has become very versatile and is used for more than just flooring. It
can be used for shower walls, kitchen countertops, backsplashes and many more
areas.

B

ecause of ceramic tile’s durability maintenance
is easy. The surface is stain and scratch resistant so
there is no need for expensive harsh chemicals and
cleaners. Most of the time all that is needed is to
sweep the surface and mop with clean water. This
keeps maintenance costs at a minimum. Heavy
traffic areas often use tile for these reasons.

A healthy indoor environment is a concern. When
Ceramic Tile is manufactured an impervious surface
is created. Therefore, tile is not a haven for dust
mites, fungus, mold and bacteria. Ceramic Tile does
not contain volatile organic compounds, formaldehyde and PVC. Using ceramic tile avoids harmful
containments found in some of the other surfaces.
All of these attributes contribute to a healthy environment.

The Tile Industry has addressed the issue of sustainability with the standard ANSI A138.1 Green
Squared® - American National Standard Specifications for Sustainable Ceramic Tiles, Glass Tiles, and
Tile Installation Materials(1).

The Tile Council of North America (TCNA) states,
“Green Squared® involves one industry, one standard, and one mark and covers the gamut of products used in a tile installation. As the first multiattribute sustainability standard developed for tiles
and tile installation materials, Green Squared uses
the transparency and consensus of the ANSI process
combined with third party certification to evaluate,
validate, and communicate products which have a
positive impact on the environment and society.
Green Squared® covers product characteristics,
manufacturing, end of product life management,
progressive corporate governance, and innovation
in an effort to establish sustainability criteria for
products throughout their full lifecycle.”(1)

A

NSI 138.1-Green Squared® allows the designer to specify with confidence tile products that meet sustainability
standards. More information can be found at http://greensquaredcertified.com/

The cost of your flooring choice should take into consideration the life-cycle of the product. The TCNA conducted
such a study. “Construction cost consulting firm Scharf-Godfrey compared the life-cycle cost of various flooring
types. The per year cost for each flooring type includes installation, maintenance, and removal costs. Their comparisons, provided below, shows why ceramic tile is the natural choice for sustainable design and long term value.”(2)

Life-Cycle Costs for Floor Finishes (per square foot) (3)
Floor Finish
Quarry Tile
Glazed Ceramic Floor Tile
Glazed Porcelain Tile
Mosaic Tile
Unglazed Porcelain
Natural Hardwood
Travertine-Turkish
Marble
Laminate
Man-Made Hardwood
Portland Cement Terrazzo
Stained Concrete
Carpet
Resin Terrazzo
Sheet Vinyl
Poured Epoxy
VCT

Installed
Costs
$
6.83
$
7.00
$
8.34
$
8.20
$
8.30
$
9.31
$ 12.50
$ 21.00
$
8.84
$
9.58
$ 14.88
$ 12.40
$
3.22
$
8.50
$
6.90
$
8.18
$
3.91

Life Cycle
Cost
$ 16.13
$ 16.30
$ 17.64
$ 17.50
$ 17.60
$ 20.80
$ 21.80
$ 30.30
$ 17.77
$ 18.51
$ 24.27
$ 24.60
$
6.50
$ 16.53
$ 13.90
$ 15.18
$ 18.35

Expected Life
(y)
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
25
25
30
25
6
15
10
10
10

Cost
Per Year
$
0.32
$
0.33
$
0.35
$
0.35
$
0.35
$
0.42
$
0.44
$
0.61
$
0.71
$
0.74
$
0.81
$
0.98
$
1.08
$
1.10
$
1.39
$
1.52
$
1.83

A

fter reviewing all the benefits of Ceramic Tile: durability, low
maintenance, healthy indoor environment, sustainable and cost
effectiveness, the conclusion is Tile is the right choice!
References:
(1)Green Squared American National Standard Specification for Sustainable
Ceramic Tiles, Glass Tiles, and Tile Installation Materials; ANSI 138.1:2012
https://greensquaredcertified.com
(2)Tile the Natural Choice 2018; Tile Council of North America
https://www.tcnatile.com
( 3)TCNA Green Report Life-Cycle Cost Study; Tile Council of North America
https://www.tcnatile.com

https://whytile.com
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2018 Golf Tournament
This years Golf Tournament was held on July 27th. A beautiful sunny day that started at 7:45 am . The early morning
start assured that the round of golf would be completed
before the day got too hot. Plenty of refreshments were
available at the different drink holes and contests were
available to test your skills such as longest putt, closet to
the pin, long drive and “Beat the Pro”. After play was finished we were treated to a barbecue lunch.

1st place was awarded $100 cash for each player and with a score of 11
under par the winners:
Bill Hart
Jake Hammer
Jon Acord

The proceeds from the “Beat the Pro” contest were donated to the American Cancer Society in memory of Kevin
Storey. All the winners donated their winnings and we
were able to give the charity $320.

Other winners were:
Long Drive over 50

Bill Hart

Long Drive under 50

Brad Dehle

Longest Putt

Jeff Hammond

Closest to the Pin

Ryan Raffety

2nd place received $50 cash per player and with a score of 10 under par
the winners were:
Robert Leeb
David Herr
Peter Zenzcak
Jonathan Elliot
3rd place was given $25 cash for each player. With a score of 8 under
par, prizes were awarded to:
Jeff Hammond
Rob Schearzer
Sid Scott
Steve Hawk
We had a special trophy for that foursome that finished at the bottom.
With a score of 4 over par a Duffers Trophy was awarded to:
Mike McCann
Nick Zorn
Stony Mercer
David Bonife

2018 Golf Tournament
This tournament would not have been possible with out the support of our sponsors. Thank You for your generous support!

Upcoming Events
Mason Contractors Association of America Mid-Year Meeting
September 24-26, 2018
Austin, TX
The Masonry Society Annual Meeting
October 3-6, 2018
Cleveland, Ohio
Construct Trade Show
October 3-5, 2018
Long Beach, CA
World of Concrete/World of Masonry
January 22-25, 2019
Las Vegas, NV
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